
 

HGSD Re-Engagement 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 
Last Updated: July 22, 2020  
*This document will be updated as more information becomes available.  As we continue to receive 
new guidance and direction from the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) and Division of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), we will update our FAQs and do our best to provide 
clear information to assist our parents, staff, and community. Some decisions are not made at the 
local level; school districts must follow requirements from DESE and ADH.  

What will Open Houses look like in August? 

Procedures for Open Houses will be disseminated by the end of July. 

When is the first day of school for students?  

On 7/9/20, Governor Asa Hutchinson directed schools in Arkansas to start the week of August 24th, 
but no later than August 26th. HGSD will NOT begin on August 13th as previously scheduled. The 
start date for HGSD will be Monday, August 24th.  Students who choose the HGSD Virtual 
Academy option will also observe the same school calendar.  

Is the district considering a schedule where students report to campus on alternating 
days, half days, or early release days?  

No. There are no plans to schedule alternating days or half days for students. We had previously 
planned to dismiss school at 2:00 on Wednesday. This day will now be a remote learning day for 
Blended/Onsite students. 

What is the difference between Virtual Learning and Blended Learning?  

Virtual (Online)  
The HGSD Virtual Academy is a K-12 online school option where students can learn remotely, full 
time, while also having access to our curriculum, teachers, interventions, and support. Students will 
receive the same level of education they would receive on campus and will also have the opportunity 
to be involved in Harmony Grove extracurricular activities and events. The new virtual academy will 
be an improved version of the digital learning provided in the Spring of 2020 during the extended 
school closure. Families can expect a more rigorous curriculum that will be organized and monitored 
through a new learning management system. This system will make it easier for students and parents 
to navigate through the curriculum and instruction and will allow parents the ability to track their 

 



 
child’s engagement and progress throughout the school year. A device will be provided to each 
student enrolled in the virtual academy. Families who choose the Virtual option will not be able to 
switch to the Blended/Onsite option, until the completion of that semester without a conference with 
school administration. This will help us plan for transportation, dining services, and spacing in the 
classrooms. If during the semester the parent, student, or administration determines placement in the 
HGSD Virtual Academy is no longer appropriate, a conference will be held to discuss support, 
resources, and possible transfer to blended/onsite instruction.  
 

Blended (Onsite)  
Students returning to the classroom in the fall will have a Blended learning environment. Students will 
report to campus to learn, but both teachers and students will be prepared for remote learning, if 
needed, due to illness or inclement weather. Blended learning allows the student to continue learning 
grade-level content standards through an educational plan that leverages both technology-based and 
face-to-face instruction. The curriculum will be aligned with the content provided through the HGSD 
Virtual Academy so that students and teachers can easily pivot from onsite to online instruction, as 
needed.  

QUESTIONS RELATED TO BLENDED/ONSITE LEARNING: 

How will attendance be taken for Blended/Onsite learning?  
 
Attendance will be taken in accordance with the Student Handbook.  

What will a typical week look like for students choosing the Blended/Onsite 
instructional environment? 
 
All students that chose the Blended Learning/Onsite instructional environment will attend on campus 
4 days a week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday) with Wednesday being reserved for special 
instruction on a case by case basis. Teachers will report to campus 5 days a week and will be 
available to work with all students remotely on Wednesdays. School facilities will not open to students 
until 7:30 am. All students should be picked up by 3:30 pm, unless involved in extracurricular 
activities.  
 
What are the Remote Learning Days that have been added to the 2020-2021 school 
calendar?  
 
In addition to remote learning on Wednesdays, days were added to make up for the later start date 
mandated by the Arkansas Department of Education and Arkansas Governor on July 16, 2020. On 
Remote Learning Days Blended/Onsite learning students will work remotely from home and will not 
 



 
report to campus. Teachers will be available to deliver instruction and communicate with students on 
those days.  

October 26, 2020 
January 15, 2021 
February 15, 2021 
March 19, 2021 
April 2, 2021 
 

Will face coverings be mandatory?  
 
Arkansas Executive Order 20-37 and the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) guidance mandates 
face coverings/masks should be worn by children ages 10 and up, and by adults. With that 
information, adults and students fourth grade and older will wear face masks when they cannot be 
socially distanced. HGSD will provide every student with three washable face masks.  
 
Face coverings/masks should not be used by anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious; or 
anyone who is incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the cloth face covering without 
assistance. It is recommended that, as appropriate, the expectations regarding an eligible student’s 
wearing of a mask be addressed in a student’s IEP, 504, or Health Plan.  
 
If social distancing in the classroom is possible (small class size with students spaced at least 6’ 
apart), students will be able to remove masks when seated. Anytime a student is out of his/her desk, 
or in transition to the bathroom or other areas, students will be required to wear a mask. (This might 
change with ADH guidelines.) While seated at desks, teachers may require students to wear a mask 
if the teacher is working closely with that student.  
 
Face coverings/masks that may cause disruption in the school environment will be removed and 
students will be provided a substitute mask.  
 
When students are actively involved in a physical activity (PE) and social distanced, masks are not 
required.  
 
The wearing of masks for students (4th-12th)  is required due to Executive Order and ADH guidance. 
If a student refuses, the refusal could be considered insubordination and addressed according to the 
Student Handbook. The first step in the disciplinary process will be a parent contact. Continued 
refusal to wear a mask may result in placement in the Virtual Academy.  
 
 
Will students be able to socially distance in the classroom? 
 

 



 
No. With current enrollment numbers and number of classrooms available for instruction, social 
distancing will not be feasible in most classrooms.  
In accordance with ADH directives, efforts will be made to minimize close contact between students. 
We will limit contact by arranging classrooms and other areas to maximize spacing between students 
and the teacher to the greatest extent possible. 
Teachers have been asked to remove all non-essential items from their classrooms to allow for the 
maximum social distancing space possible. Class sizes cannot be reduced at this time.  
 
 
Can children K-3rd grades wear face masks to school if the parent chooses that for 
their child?  
 
Yes. K-3rd grades can wear face coverings if the parent chooses.  

Are staff required to wear masks while delivering instruction?  

A clear plexiglass shield may be used when teaching so students can see the teacher’s face. 

Will students on school buses be required to wear a mask and socially distance?  

Yes. All students (Kindergarten through 12 grade) will be required to wear a face covering at all times 
while on the bus, since the bus is a confined area where physical distancing is not feasible. There 
may be exceptions for students with health, sensory, or other conditions. This will be addressed on a 
case-by-case basis.  

What will school athletics, plays, concerts and performances look like in the fall? 

Large group gatherings will be limited. The Arkansas Activities Association will release guidance for 
all AAA activities.  

What will Band and Choir look like this fall? 
 
We understand that most students cannot wear masks while participating in band and choir. At this 
time, we cannot tell you if the whole group will be able to participate at the same time. We will release 
any new guidance that we receive from ADH or DESE. 

Will my student be able to eat in the cafeteria? 
 
Based on the ADH guidance at this time, students will be able to eat in the cafeteria while adhering to 
the social distancing guidelines to the greatest extent possible. Some students may eat in alternate 
areas to create space for greater social distancing in the cafeteria.  

 



 

Will I be allowed to have lunch at school with my child? 

No. In order to maintain proper spacing, we are limiting the number of people who can be in the 
lunchroom and classrooms. If a parent needs to drop off a lunch for their student, a mask will be 
required when entering the building. The lunch must be left in the office.  

Will parents or visitors be allowed in the buildings? 

Parent and guardian visits to school will be limited to essential activity. Parents and guardians may 
walk students to the school entrance, but they may not walk students into the school building such as 
to the classroom or cafeteria.  

Will there be bottle filling stations for the refilling of water bottles during the day?  

Some buildings have water filling stations while others do not. You will need to send water bottles 
filled for the day. In emergency situations, your child may refill his/her bottle. All water fountains will 
be turned off until further notice.  

Will K-6 students have recess? 
 
Students will have recess, but recess may not look the same. We will follow ADH guidelines in effect 
at that time.  

What steps are being taken to reduce the health/safety risk of students and staff? 
 
Everyone, students and staff, will be expected to stay home when they are sick. Students with 
symptoms will be assessed by the school nurses and they will determine a course of action.  

What steps are being taken to provide a safe,sanitized environment? 
 
Our custodial staff will comply with sanitation and safety directives from the Arkansas Department of 
Health.  
 
Actions include: Distribution of wastebaskets, tissues, and CDC-approved hand sanitizer to every 
office and classroom, so that these materials can be used upon entry and exit and during transit 
between sites. Signage about frequent handwashing, cough etiquette, and nose blowing will be 
widely posted, disseminated, and encouraged through various methods of communication.  
 
Janitorial staff will follow guidance from the ADH about the use of face masks and other PPE needed 
when performing cleaning duties. Janitorial staff will use the CDC guidance on cleaning. 

 



 

How will the district handle someone testing positive? If 14 days of self isolation is 
required, will online instruction be provided to prevent absence? How will parents be 
notified of positive test(s) within schools?  
 
The ADH controls the procedures to be followed once a teacher or student tests positive. Harmony 
Grove School District will follow the guidance and direction provided to us by the ADH. Students will 
receive virtual (online) instruction if required to self isolate. If a student has been quarantined by the 
Arkansas Department of Health, that would be an excused absence. During the time of quarantine, 
students would be allowed to participate in online learning.  
 

QUESTIONS RELATED TO VIRTUAL LEARNING: 

Is HGSD Virtual Academy the right choice for my child?  

Virtual learning can be more difficult for some students. Families must strongly consider the following 
characteristics that lead to a successful virtual school experience for students.  

● Self-motivated 
● Independent Learner 
● Computer Literate  
● Time Management Skills 
● Effective Communicator  
● Personal Commitment  
● Academic Readiness  
● Technologically Prepared 
● Strong Parent Support/Involvement 

If my child commits to the HGSD Virtual Academy option, can he/she switch to the 
Blended (Onsite) option?  

Families who choose the Virtual option will not be able to switch to the Blended (Onsite) option, until 
the completion of that semester without a conference with school administration. This allows us to 
plan for transportation, food services, and spacing in the classroom.  

Is there a charge for the HGSD Virtual Academy?  

No.  

Is the internet required? 
 
Families who choose this option should have reliable home internet available.  
 



 

Do I have to provide my own computer for Virtual or Blended learning next year?  

No. All students in the Harmony Grove School District who request a device will receive a 
district-issued Chromebook for both the Virtual and Blended learning options.  The chromebook will 
remain the property of the school district.  

How do I enroll in the HGSD Virtual Academy?  

We have not yet opened enrollment for the HGSD Virtual Academy. However, we need all families to 
let us know whether they intend to enroll their students in this virtual option by responding to the 
HGSD Virtual Academy Survey by July 17.  

How will attendance be taken for the HGSD Virtual Academy option? 
 
Attendance will be taken by participation in scheduled online classes/meetings, digital instruction, and 
completion of lessons/assignments. 

For virtual learning, will there be a teacher teaching students virtually? 
 
Yes. Virtual (online) students will have daily monitoring and instruction with their assigned teachers.  
 

Will the online learning be done by the regular school teacher or through a third-party 
service? 
 
Students enrolled in virtual online learning will have an assigned Harmony Grove teacher. Their 
teacher will provide instruction and use a variety of learning platforms depending on the 
course/content area.  
 
All instruction will be online; there will be no in person or on campus instruction for this option. 
Students will be assigned a Harmony Grove teacher. Students will learn remotely full time and 
participate in online sessions. Students will be required to be onsite for state mandated 
assessments. All students (K-12) will be expected to participate daily. Students will follow all policies, 
handbooks, and procedures including attendance, assignments and behavior. Secondary students 
will be taught by teachers that are certified in their specific content areas for their respective course.  

 



 

Will students in the HGSD Virtual Academy still be responsible for state assessments?  

Yes, all students in the HGSD Virtual Academy must complete assessments mandated by the 
Arkansas Department of Education. All students will be required to be onsite for state mandated 
assessments.  

Can we choose to complete assignments using paper packets? 
 
No, paper packets will not be provided.  

Will clubs, athletics and extracurricular activities continue for virtual students?  

Students in grades seventh through twelfth will be able to participate in athletics, clubs and 
extracurricular activities on campus. Parents will have to provide transportation for students who 
participate.  

Will virtual students be online all day? 
Virtual students will have scheduled online sessions with their assigned teacher during the regular 
school day (7:50 - 3:00). Students will be expected to participate in their learning using Google 
classroom and other appropriate learning platforms for their specific course or grade level.  
 
Students will have five days of instruction in core content areas. The schedule will include teacher led 
instruction, digital instruction, and independent practice through Google Classroom. Students can 
expect approximately four hours of instruction and some independent work.  

Will my child still receive support services in the HGSD Virtual Academy?  

Yes. Therapy will be provided via tele-therapy including speech, OT, and PT as written in the 
student’s IEP. Special Education instructional services will be provided during the school day via 
Google Classroom, Google Meet, and/or phone calls. ELL students will continue to receive services 
included in their LPAC.  
 

 

 


